Colourful Events
Colourful Events has been set up by a group of parents (sisters and their partners) who as a result of their children beginning school quite recently, were disappointed to find how limited the national school curriculum was in terms of the teaching of Black history to our children. In the particular schools where our children attended, it was practically non- existent apart from the token gestures made during Black History month, which only serves to perpetuate the traditional stereo types held of black people i.e entertainers and sports men and women.

It was really disappointing to realise that a culturally inclusive curriculum, that gives black history its rightful place in world history is clearly something that we will have to fight and campaign for and not even something that many of us even realise is imperative for our children if they are going to be inspired to achieve their true potential. 
We felt a strong need to organize educating, challenging and fun activities for all the family within our local community, trusting that a lot of individuals, especially parents, were feeling the same level of frustration and dissatisfaction, as we were with the current education system.

Hence, Colourful Events was created, with our first seminar being held in May 2008- This was an Educating and Entertaining Black History and Media Awareness session for all the Family, with Tony Warner, one of the UK’s leading speakers on this area.  This was a huge success and we had lots of attendees when leaving asking, “when is the next one” and teachers and teenagers asking if we could arrange a seminar for their schools. For a lot of attendees, the information that they were hearing with regards to the Black History, how the media currently works to perpetuate the negative stereotypes of our children, left them feeling more empowered to effectively parent their children in ways to lift their self esteem and inspire them.

Since then, due to demand, we have had a few more seminars on broadly the same topics. Our latest seminar analysed and took a critical look at the content of popular music videos, films and computer games, identified and explored positive and uplifting films, music and books and looked at the impact of brainwashing on learning and schooling. 
A Nine year old boy completed the evaluation after this seminar and actually commented “I will ask my mummy to buy me some other DS games now and not the ones that I was gonna get!”  Hearing comment’s like that from our young people make all the hard work that goes into running these events, all the more worth while.
The aim of colourful events is to create an informal forum where like minded positive members of our colourful community can come together, learn and have fun.

We intend to widen our agenda to incorporate seminars and events that look at issues around mental health, health and diet, Hair and Beauty, Womanhood, Manhood and the wider aspects of positive parenting such as Fatherhood and how we deal with the absence of fathers.

If you would like to join our mailing list please email info@colourfulevents.co.uk and we will inform you when our next event is happening. 
